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10 August 1951

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

At the request of my colleague, Professor
Bruce Hopper, I am sending you herewiih a
revised copy of his article on the Custine
books I am sure that Professor !lopper will
appreciate very mich the corments on his earlier

draft which you recently forwarded to him,

WILLIAM L, LANGER
Asgistant Director
Nationsl Estimates
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8 August 1951

Professor Bruce G:. | Hopper
Harvard Undversity
Cesdridge, Messanhugetts

Dear Professer fHoppers | |
Your scholarly review of Custine reached me

. through the kindness of Professor Langer and I
¢ found it extremely interesting. I have the ime k)
pression that you, like nyself, found the Marquis
somathing of an enigma. It 1s really rather dLffi-
oult to determine where in his oharagter the keen
observer begins and the Iiterary charlatan ends.

, There exists a roview by Balsa¢ of one of
Custine's novels in which the great wman stabes, dn
effuot, that only Stendahl equalled Custire in £01m
sight, However, in a private letter, also stil)
oxtant, Palgag hinted that he wrobte this enthusi-
astic review in order to please the Duchess d¥Abrantiss
and as far as he was concerned “anyone who had an ine
T was 8 great artist.®

The faot renains, however, that one literally

could take awcerpts verbatim from his JOIRNAL mnd

- use them as current commentardes on Sovied Ruseis.
As & matber of fact, when Bullitt was in Hogcow an
Ambagsador he did exactly this and his rapart, in-
tended as a hoax, was received in good faith by the

. State Department,
” Sincerely,
W, B. Smith -
2
&6‘
1. &
&
>

Approved For Release 2005/11/29 : CIA-RDP79R00904A000100020039-9



